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To the AUTHOR of the LOUNGER. 


SIR, 


\ JITHOUT being thought partial to the prefent times, I believe 
/ one may venture to fay, that in point of invention and dif- 
covery, this age very much excells any former one. In Phyfics, in Elec- 
tricity, in Chemiftry, in Mechanics, new worlds, if I may ufe the 
expreflion, have been opened to our refearches. But in Britain, we 
have a compendious way of calculating*the number of inventions. If 
I am not mifinformed, there have pafled the offices within thefe twenty 
years no fewer than 167 patents; fo that this ifland alone has in that 
very inconfiderable fpace added 167 difcoveries to the ftock of know- 
ledge which our fathers poflefled. 

Nor has France been lefs productive than her fifter-kingdom. Be- 
fides the balloon, of which fhe may certainly claim the practical ap- 
plication, if Britain fhall difpute the difcovery of the principle, there 
are many other inventions, equally wonderful though lefs brilliant, 
which her philofophers have atchieved; and fome of thofe which his 
Britifh Majefty has fanctioned with his royal patent, are only natura- 
lifed fubjects, which had their birth in the territories of the moft 
Chriftian King. 

Of all difcoveries ancient or modern, the moft ufeful perhaps, as 
wellas the moft wonderful, took its rife in Paris about three years ago; 
1 mean the Animal Magnetifm of the illuftrious Dr Mefmer. This has 
lately been imported into England, and is now practifed with the 
greateft fuccefs by one of the Doctor’s difciples in London. To Scot- 
Jand I believe it has not yet found its way; which, contidering the 
ingenuity of the people, is to me fomewhat furprifing. I hope | fhall 
not be thought to trefpafs againft the nature or defign of your paper, 
if | wifh to make it the vehicle for communicating this invaluable 
difcovery to my native country; for, notwithitanding | have refided 
chiefly abroad, | am proud to declare myfelf a Scotfman; and though, 
in enumerating the properties of this wonderful art, | muft necefla- 
rily make ufe of technical terms; yet, as 1 know this city to be as it 
were the emporium of medicine, | flatter myfelf 1 fhali here find a 
multitude of readers who could perfectly underftand me, even with- 
out the tranflation, which I fhall endeavour to affix to mott of the me- 
dical phrafes I make ufe of. 

1 do not know, Sir, whether the immortal Mefmer flourifhed at the 
time you were abroad. If your travels were before his time, you may 
not have heard of his procefs of magnetifing. The ceremony is fimple 
and beautiful. The company fit in a faloon fitted up in the mott 
elegant ftyle, round a baquet or large veflel, forming a figure like the 
a-la-ronde of a cotillion, From the baquet, which is covered and or- 
namented as becomes the altar of Hygeia, rife thofe enchanted rods, if 
I may ufe the expreflion, by which the magnetic virtue communica- 
ted by the artift is tranfmitred, At the end of the apartment is a 
piano-forte and harmonica, from which the great man himfelf, who, 
like his predeceffor Apollo, cultivates both medicine and fong, brings 
thote lively airs, or dying falls, which allift or temper the effeAs of 
his divine art. Within the faloon is a imaller apartment called the 
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Chambre de Crife; but of this the fecrets muft not be “ to mortal ears 
** divulged.” Suffice it to fay, that that chamber has been witnefs 
to the moft wonderful effeéts of the medico-magnetical art that ever 
aftonifhed man. Such fublime agonies, fuch beautiful convulfions! 
I remember, before the apoftate De/lon had made the firft {chifm in 
our faith, having aflitted in the celebrated cafe of Madame de P ; 
where our matter, and all the body of the initiated, were prefent. There 
was firft a Paracufis, or imperfect hearing, changed into Surditas, or 
complete deafnefs; changed into a Pfeudoblepfis, or uncertain fight; 
changed into a perfect Ca/zgo, or blindnefs; changed into a Hedlucinatia, 
or dulnefS; changed into a Morofis; changed into a Ayferia; changed 
into a Delirium; changed into a Mama, or raging madnefs! Thefe, Sir, 
are the progreflive miracles by which a phyfician fhews the power and 
the utility of his art! 

But my enthufiafm has carried me from my purpofe, which was, 
humbly to announce myfelf as a difciple and initiated of che illu- 
{trious Mefmer, and to offer my afliftance to the genteeler part of 
the community here, for a cure of moft of the difeafes to which they 
are fubject. Though it is the advantage of our practice, that a know- 
ledge of the patient’s diforder is no wife neceflary to the cure; yet, 
in order to {hew that I am not an ignorant or illiterate Quack, likely 
to be deceived myfelf, or to deceive others, I will ftate the maladies, 
as well idiopathic as fymptomatic, to which patients of the fafhionable 
and higher orders of the people are chiefly liable, which I flatter my- 
felf no vulgar or empty fmatterer in phyfic could have obferved or de- 
lineated; all of which I undertake to cure by magnetifm alone. In 
enumerating thefe diforders, I fhall follow the claffification ufually 
adopted by the moft eminent writers on Nofology. 

Under the clafs Pyrexie, or Fevers, I have obferved fuch patients 
extremely liable to what medical writers term the Synochus hiemalis *, 
or Winter-fever. The fymptoms are, a reftlef{nefs, a defire of chan- 
ging place, and that fort of horror at being alone, which is common 
in difeafes of this clafs; efpecially when, as is the cafe here, the brain 
is confiderably affected. I mention this diforder firft, not only from 
the order in which it is technically claffed, but becaufe I with to excite 
the attention of your readers to it more immediately, this being the 
feafon of the year when it is apt to break out. 

Another diforder of the fame clafs, and nearly connected with the 
former, is the Synocha /fcarlatina, a fort of Scarlet-fever, which, like 
other diforders of the kind, principally appears in the face. ‘This dif- 
eafe was fcarcely known in Scotland tll within thefe twelve or fourteen 
years, being of the endemial fort, with which only certain very large 
towns, like Paris and London, were fuppofed to be vifited. Like other 
fevers of this tribe, it is fubje€t to the Remiffiones Matutine, and the 
Acceffiones Vefpertine, or, in common language, is hardly perceptible in 
the morning, but very obfervable in the evening; or fometimes it in- 
termits for feveral days at a time, though it generally leaves a great 
degree of I¢terus or yellownefs on the ikin, It is almoft entirely a 
female difeafe, and has this peculiar circumflance attending it, which 
we may perhaps afcribe to the difference of climate, that in France, 
where it has long prevailed, it chiefly affeéts adults and married wo- 
men, but in Britain, efpecially in Scotland, it is more frequent among 
the young and the unmarried, 





* Vid. the Genera Morborum of Dr Cullen, p.70. It is unneceflary to make references 
as to every particular diforder mentioned in the courfe of this Paper; the learned reader 
will eafily perceive, that, except in one inftance, (the Nofalgia), 1 have implicitly adopted 
the arrangement of that celebrated author. 
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On the other hand, there is a fpecies of the Phrenitis, to-which ma- 
trons and women advanced to the middle ftage of life are more liable 
than thofe of a more tender age; but as it is of a highly contagious 
kind, thofe young perfons.who have frequent communication. with 
them; are'very liable to be infected with it. Its fymptoms are exact- 
ly what medical writers impute to this genus: of the Phlegmafe, 
* Rubor faciei, lucis intolerantia, et pervigilium.” A rednefs of face, 
a hatred of the light, (that is, of the light of the fun), anda wakefulnefs 
(or very late fitting up). 

Under the clafs, Neurofes or nervous, there isa great variety of dif- 
orders to which people of the higheft ranks are liable, (to whom I beg 
leave to repeat, that my practice is entirely confined), which the Medi- 
co-magnetifm entirely eradicates. The Hypochoudriafis, or Spleen, 
which is a fort of generic name for a great variety of thofe diforders, 
it perfetly.removes, 1 have known feveral pretenders to f{cience pre- 
feribe, asa cure for this diforder, fomething which was evidently 
borrowed from our method of performing the magnetic operation; 
their patients fat round a bowl inftead of a baquet, and were touched 
with glafs inttead of fteel. . But befides that this was only to be 
practifed with male patients, it is in fact a mere palliative, not a radical 
remedy, and after frequent ufe is extremely apt to bring on a Aydro- 
phobia. 

Under this clafs may be properly enumerated the varieties of the order 
Spa/mi, or irregular motions to which people of fathion are peculiarly 
liable. Young Ladies are frequently attacked with this diforder, par- 
ticularly in public places and crowded rooms, or at the near approach 
of the young, the fafhionable, the rich, or the noble of the other fex. 
This fpecies of the Chorea, which I have had occafion to remark in 
fuch circumftances, is perfectly cured by that art which I have the 
honour to profefs; it arifes, indeed, from a fuperabundant degree of 
animal magnetifm, and is not more remarkable in the female fex, than 
is the negative ftate of thofe perfons of the other by whofe approxi- 
mation it is caufed, who generally exhibit every mark of laflitude, 
indifference, and inanition, or, as fome modern phyficians write 
that term, inanity. A clofer connection, however, between thefe two 
fets of patients, as may eafily be accounted for from natural caufes, 
commonly reftores the equilibrium; or fometimes the magnetical pro- 
portions are reverfed; the female becomes the negative or the indif- 
ferent, the male the pofitive or irritable fubject. 

Under this clafs of the nervous, and of the order to which phyfi- 
cians give the appellation Ve/anie, may be mentioned the various kinds 
of Melancholia to which the higher ranks of life have been lately fub- 
ject, particularly among the men. The Melanchoha religiofa is now 
fcarcely known, or at leaft is nothing different from the Melancholia 
vulgaris, to which my prefcriptions do not apply. But there are other 
{pecies now very frequent, which were formerly little known, though 
they had always a place in the lifts of Nofology; fuch is the Melanc ho- 
ha errabunda, the wandering melancholy; the Melancholia faltans, the 
dancing melancholy ; ; and that variety known by the name of Me/an- 
cholia hippantr opica, or horfe-jockey phrenzy; the firft is commonly 
caught abroad, the Jaft more frequently at home, 

Under this genus, though I know it is differently clafled by feveral 
eminent medical writers, “tL would enumerate the Noftalgia, or that 
longing defire for particular places, which affects the mind and the 
health of the patient. In French this 1s called the Maladie de pays; 
but the {pecies moft common in my experience is the Maladie de la ville, 
to which country Ladies in particular are extremely liable. It has 
this material difference from the other, that the Maladie de pays is cu- 
red by allowing the patients to vifit their natal foil, Now, though 
that 
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that may fucceed with natives of countries fuch as Switzerland or 
our Highlands, who are afflicted with what phyficians term the No- 
fralgia fimplex, and whofe complaint a fingle vifit to the land of their 
nativity generally removes; yet, with the difeafe in queftion, the Ma- 
ladie de la ville, one, or even two or three vifits to town, rather in- 
creafe than abate the diforder, and abfence is found. to be a much bet- 
ter remedy. My magnetifm, however, effectually relieves it. There 
is another fpecies of the Nofalgia, which we may call the Nofalgia 
politica, or love of our country in a political fenfe, which my art 
alfo entirely removes, though I muft candidly own, that this difor- 
der is frequently cured by other metals befides the magnet. Of this 
political diftemper there are fome fpecies that rather come under the 
genus of the 7ympanites, of which the fymptoms are given by nofolo- 
gical writers, “‘Partis morbide tumefcentia fonora, cum rejectione 
‘© aeris frequenti, et cxterarum partium debilitate maxima,” (a difor- 
der puff’d up and windy, with a great weaknefs of parts). It ufed to 
be felt in this country only in that particular flighter fort, now little 
known, which phyficians term the 7ympanites Stewartu, but of late it 
has raged with great violence in every {pecies and degree. 

As | muft have already trefpafled on your patience, I forbear to e- 
numerate a variety of diforders under the clafs of the Locales, or local 
affections to which the fafhionable world is fubjeét, and which I en- 
gage perfectly to cure by my medico-magnetical procefs. Such are ma- 
ny of the Dyfofhefe, or deprivation of the fenfes; for example, the Dy- 
fopia proximorum, and the P/eudoblepfs mutans, in which difeafes per- 
fons quite near, and formerly well known, are neither feen nor re- 
membered. With this laft diforder, | have feen fome female patients 
fo much affe@ted, as not to know their hufbands from other men; 
while, among the other fex, I have feen hufbands who took half a do- 
zen other women for their wives. 

Among the difeafes of the ear, one of the moft prevalent is the Pa- 
racufis imaginaria, to which both fexes are equally liable; and another 
variety of the fame tribe, more frequent among female patients, called 
the Su/urrus criticus, or Scandal-buzz. 

Of the genus Paraphoniea, or diforders of the voice, we have frequent 
occafion to obferve the Paraphonia puberum, with which fo many of our 
boys are affected; and the Paraphonia clangens or refonans, which is fo 
common a diforder among our young ladies. 

All the above-mentioned difeafes, and many others which I have not 
room to enumerate, | undertake entirely and effectually to remove by 
magnetifm alone, without the intervention of any other external ap- 
plication, or the exhibition of any medicine whatfoever, | truft, Sir, 
the dignity of your paper is too well known, and 1am confcious that 
my Own intentions are too pure, to give room for fuppofing that any 
thing elfe than the love of fcience, and a regard for our fellow-crea- 
tures, would induce either of us to communicate to the public, that I 
pofleis and mean to ufe this art for the benefit of people of rank and 
fafhion in this metropolis. Such will be informed of the particulars 
of my plan, by inquiring for Dr F. at Dunn's Hotel, St Andrew’s ftreet, 
left-hand fide of the way. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
L. F. 
Member of many Academies, 


EDINBURG H: 
Publihed by WILLIAM CREECH; by whom Communications 
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